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Wiſdom is the principal thing, therefore get wiſdom ; and 
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"T 0 ed ce wie in a = ſound body ; is e ac- 
| counted one of the greateſt | bleſſings. To improve 
ö the natüral faculties of the mind by the additional aid of a 
| 5 liberal education; to curb, from principles of. reaſon and 
religion, che depraved and vicious appetites entailed upon 

us by the tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents, is a duty of the 

; moſt important | nature and indiſpenſably incumbent upon 
1 us as men, as members of Society, ee Fre 


Th - 1 9 5 9 I 


1 Had man. wag a in his DES tate of Ws. 
4 kene; and remained firm to'the telt of his obedience; educa- 

tion would haye been an unneceſſary work. Then the 

feeds of virtue would uniformly have taken root in all 
hearts, and, under the auſpices of heaven, would have bud- 
_ ded and brought forth fruit to perfection. The mind of 
1 man, uncontaminated by bad example, unbiaſſed by falſe 
1 principles, and ynaffailed; by depraved appetites, would 


3 have mace. a et and gradual | A*. Eu, 
= worthy & itſelf. ; 


n 
3 But this alas 1 joe our oſs « 1 a "Wh . Ss bs 
1 0 ſtate of innocence and happineſs. The tranſgreſſion 
| of his progenitors has depraved his nature, and given his 
mind a falſe bias, or propenſity to What is vicious. It i is 
true, man, even in this degenerate ſtate, is not ſuch a mon- 
ſter of vice, as not to retain within him the ſeeds of many 
virtues. | * then they are ſo overgrown by the many foul 
weeds chat have been Planted in oppoſition to them by the 
World, che devil; and the fleſh; or that have ſprung 
3 ſpontaneouſly, as in ſome degree natural to che ſoil,” e | 
AIs but ſeldom they bring forth the fruit of virtue to perfec- 
tion. Here then is need of labour {and if is worth all the 
pains we can beſtow) to "cheriſh the good ſeed, to root up 
_ thoſe weeds, to remove thoſe W e b e | 
Eg eh ens bug: oj 
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0 this tanks ghwrinee of edactrion: t6 which ue as 
moſt agreeable to the deſign of this day's inftitution, I ſhall 


devote the preſent diſcourſe: and I crave your attention, 
while I lay before you ſome of the principal e * 
nnen oy 


1.1 helps to expand the facaſties of the wind, and to | 


ite wut noon of ting afro thus 


1 * a ange of the Fes radioval- entertainment at 


s differen times and under a variety of crcumſiagces. | 


3—That in order to be truly valuable, claſſical fludies 


muſt be made ſubſervient to the great ends of religion. 


| owemce my-m ng) hiſer; in the primary . 


| ments of nature, there is perhaps a fil greater diſparity ari 
ling from the method taken to cultivate and improve their 
_ faculties, or from the ſyſtem of education. Folly and wiſ- 
dom are ſcarcely more different from each other than native 
ignorance. and a mind enlightened by ſcience, and reaſon 
improved by application. Education is to the ſoul what 
che fun is to a plant or flower; it opens and expands 
© , the buds of ſcience, NO AI Ig 


| them to Maturity. . 
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of obſcurity and placed them in the higheſt and mok; i impor- 
tant ſtations. But theſe, are. rare inſtances, .. They: are, 3 
oor es of what nature can do, not of what ſhe uſually does. | 


058 ; al, and ith capacities of a common rer it is 
| "education makes the man. But few, in 01 "HOT 
a ſufficient degree of reſolution and perſeverance, to over- 


x 
2 * 9 " 
N * ö In 5 


dz 


| ties/ 8 3 men, whoſe 
genius by it's irreſiſtible ſplendor has burſt thro' the clouds 


eome the difficulties that obftrud their progreſs, provided 


they be very numerous. The force of their genius is 


bably directed ſome other way; the talents or endowments 


bol their mind are perhaps laid out upon objects unworthy 
Hof their purſuit: and there is no doubt, that many who now 
move in the lower circles of life, would, by y proper cultiva- 
tion of their minds, and guidance of their reſpective genius- 
= Bere eminently qualified themſelves for ſome of the 
| higheſt. . We frequently obſerve, in the very loweſt orders 
f ſociety, a degree of ſagacity, prudence and foreſight, firm- 
neſs and intrepidity in difficulties and dangers, patience, re- 
fcsggnation and courage under che various evils and eben, 
I 3 7 of life, which, if employed upon nobler objects, would have 


rendered them eminentiy conſpicuous and ſerviceabls'to | 
 bociety and their e ; COUNTY, | as, Rateſmen, as e 
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the ath to renown and higpineſs. Ii is this which FEM 
ſilent merit from it's modeſt obſcurity, holds it forth to pub- - 
lic eſteem and admiration, and forces unwilling praiſe wenn 
from envy itſelf. It is this which gives an artificial poliſh 
to the native richneſs of true genius; which, like marble in 


the quarry, though of intrinſie value, is not apt to attract 


| ourngtice, on purged from the rubbiſh that adberes tote | 


_ Thoſe who poſſeſs. the advantages of a liberal education, | 
are, in ſome. great meaſure, freed from thoſe. errors and 
miſtakes which almoſt inſeparably cleave to uncultivated 7 


minds. They are leſs apt to be impoſed upon by falſe ap- 
peafances: they can more readily call in reaſon to aſſiſt and - 


reQfy their ſenſes, than thoſe who are continually conver- 


| ſantwithobjeQsof ſenſe only: they do, as it were, ſee things 


with other eyes than the vulgar: the objeQs. around them 
make a different impreſſion. upon their minds. Wich a pro- 


per application of theſe advantages, the ſcholar i is happily 


freed from a number of prejudices and errors, that others 


are. daily enſnared with. It is his own fault, and a miſappli- 5 | 


cation of his talents, (for which he muſt one day give a ſtriet 


account) if he ſuffer himſelf tobe impoſed upon by his ſenſes; | 
In him 1 it is much more inexcuſable than in others, who, not 
enjoying the like advantages, have been equally deluded; 
In him it is haſe and diſhonourable in the higheſt degree, to 
offer his incenſe upon any other altar than that which is 
| built Poon * ee, To give up his affee. 
G e . „ dong 
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7 Y - gradual ſteps to a juſtdiſcrimination of things——to.ſtrip vice 
© ok her gaudy tra 
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but virtue, is o ſet up an idol in his | 
bean, to aQt in the moſt abſurd and inconliſlent manner: It | 


: edifice which a liberal education | 
bad been railing—it is 0 pluck down reaſon from ber 
: _ throne, and to place an unreaſonable tyrant, ſome darling 


© il deprovel Juſt or appetite, in her ſtead—it is to-fruſtrate 
the deſign of education, which is to lead us by gentle and « 


rappings—to" hold forth virtue as an object 
mot worthy of our eſteem and admiration To this purpoſe 4 


5 0 r mind rendered familiar with the moſt illuſtrious : 

Y * 
- wr uages are cab 5 n Word of imitation 
| 5 ; yg abhorrence; vice even in the greateſt proſp yy, is is held 5 
| 2 forth in an odious, i. E. in a true light; and virtue, even I 
1 when labouring under the greateſt external calamities, as | 
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leſs he ſtop bis cars againſt the fill ſmall voice of conſcience 


of admiration than contempi, of envy than 1 
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5 With ſuch advantages how. can a man miſtake the road 7 
7 . / that leads to peace and 


5 unleſs he wilfully mut bis 4 
1 Des and precipitate himſelf headlong into deſtrufion?- un- 5 


. 00 the ſober diQates- of improved reafan?; In We : 
| 5 the true value of perſons and hi 4 
a need not ved. . He muſt know that virtue 5 


E's 1 


1 6 eee ee 
to our eſteem. He muſt know, that it is virtue alone which | 
ſtamps an intrinſic excellence upon every natural or ac- 


quired advantage: chat in the. loweſt no leſs than in the high- 
eſt ſpheres of life, diligently to diſcharge the duties of his 


lawful calling from a principle of duty, from aregard to the 
- honour-of God and the ſervice of man, is a line of conduct 
which muſt command the reſpett and love of all prudent 
and diſcerning perſons. He cannot be ignorant that the 5 
great end of all inſtruttion, whether mechanical, claſſical or 


religious, nay, the end of man's very exiſtence is ſome way 


or other to be uſeful to mankind, to enlarge and improve 
the faculties of his mind, to meliorate his heart, and finally 
o direct his attention to the ſole fource of true and perma- 
vent happineſs, the great God of nature; by imitating 5 
whoſe unbounded goodneſs and unſullied purity, | (fo far as 5 
human infirmity can imitate divine perfection) he will gra- 
dually prepare himſelf to become an inhabitant of that ſu - 
ture world of eternal and unalloyed happineſs, by the ex - 
pektation of which, his paſſage is rendered more comfortable 
through the various and unforſeen troubles, amm 
a „ ee eee e A 


2 Wich the influence. of ſuch a convidtion 1 — 0 upon bw | 
"i. every. man is qualified to judge by what line of con- 
dutt he can Ander himſelf moſt uſeful to ſociety (and Son- 

PN es . ee is moſt n of his purſuit) by 2 
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3 5 ments of atheiſts, plunderers, and murderers, viz—the | 
. 0 n 6f his _ and "of, 8 pe conſtitution of his 
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| vending th a be of his genius. 
And in times like the preſent, when libertiniſm is become 
to faſhionable, when depravity of manners has attained ſuch 
a wonderful height, and religion i is at ſo low an ebb among 
= "his attention is more particularly called towards the 
public ſcenes of life. He will feel the generous glow. of 
the patriot: or the hero i in his breaſt; he will be eager to 
enter upon the field of conteſt with enemies that threaten 
e pegee, ſecurity, and very exiſtence-of ſociety; that, Would 
_ vithdraw'the bulwarks of out holy religion, and give us 


B > 4 5 over an helpleſs and miſcrable prey-to irreligion and infide- 


ty. From a diligent inveſtigation and ſtudy of the laws of 
his country, he will vindicate the cauſe of innocence, fup- . 
_ preſs the temerity of vice, and reconcile the letter of the 


da with the inward dictates of conſcience; or, with pious 
baut rational zeal for the honour of God and the cauſe 'of 
1 religion, he will enliſt in the army of Chriſt's apoſtles; be 
will Arip vice of her maſk and hold her forth to-public view 


in all her natural deformity; with nervous, but diſpaſſionate | 
; argument, be will expoſe the folly of infidelity, and, (what 
is more than all) will add a ſanQtion to his doctrine, by "af 


N 


| : dyn unaffefted ſimplicity of manners and exemplary wy. 
Or, if his country be threatened with imminent danger, he 
>, wall” ſtand forth to guard and defend to the laſt extremity, 


all that is near and dear to him, againſt the hoſtile encroach- | 
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1 (the envy and: admiration of all Europe) his ps: et 


N his friends and his family. 


Such are the purſuits of that man who; to a 3 LEY: 
' neſs of heart, has added the i improvement of the faculties of 
the mind by a liberal education. Purſuits theſe truly wor- 


thy of a man, and with which all mercenary and elk inner. 5 


28 views cannot be put in competition. 15 


Nor does learning more eminently We 4 man for hs 
public walks of life, than fit him for the true reliſh and en- 
joyment of retirement. In the eye of the world it e 
a more dazzling and ſplendid light, drawing attention and 
N eſteem; in ſolitude it ſhines indeed with a Hin 
| ation, N to calt a ; gleam of delight over. | the moſt All. 

tary proſpekt; which, leads me to conſider, in che ſecond 
= That a claſſical education is a ſource” of the moſt 
N erapanrne 66 GEferen tes LN IN TO 
of. circumſtances,” 


II. . dena fie there ar fre hours, 


which if not devoted to the converſation of our friends or 


employed in ſome liberal ſtudy, will appear long and tedi- 
ous and expoſe the mind to numerous temptations. And 
there are men who, either from diſappointment or misfor- 
tune, or infirmity, are rendered incapable of exerting heir 
talents ——— to the of (ng e too time 

| W's. has 


* 


v 


- . . 
: 


| 8 * deprived W eee friends and 
7 7 relations, whoſe converſation was wont to ſmoothe the rug- 
_ 8 gerd path. of life and ſweeten the bitter cup of affliction. 


S » In theſe and fimilar caſes it is not caly to adduce any. thing 
wich (next to a dependance upon God and his providence, 
008 a ſenſe of religion) is calculated to afford ſuch a rati- 
"onal entertainment, ſuch a diverſion of the mind from pain- 
ful and diſtreſſing refleQidns as to have previouſly imbibed 
__ taſte for polite literature. This is a ſource of amuſement 


ple matter agreeably and profitably to entertain all ages, to 
blunt the edge pf-misfortunes by diverting the attention; 
Th and in ſcenes of retirement to ſuperſede, in ſome meaſure, 
de converſation of others. Indeed the man who has's taſte 
for reading does, as it were, hold converſation with men-of 
Ailferent ages and countries; he can render himſelf familiar 


din dhe moſt eminent ſcholars, the moſt refined philoſo- 
| "Mm ; gh the brighteſt geniuſes, the beſt poets and orators the 


1 5 8 world ever produced. Has he had the misfortune to be pre- 
3 cluded from any conſiderable knowledge of the world? The 
6. hiſtory will, in a great degree, ſupply the defeft; 


fefts, their - virtues; and their vices, en 
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st leſs extenſive, chan uſeful and elegant: Jt affords am- 


| bi it will point qut to bim their reſpeRive excellencies and de- 


. worthy of gear a metros eee ere | 3 


3 
* 


. 
. - 7 
» hu? 


8. g. 4 . . 8 3 8 8 


— 


2 
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vids hiſtory ahavahe-piSure of bürgen Ille oak.” 
in it's genuine colours. In our actual converſation with 
mankind, che ſplendor of greatneſs may dazzle our eyes 


and pervert our judgment; or the dark colourings of po- 
verty muy ſo obſcure the beauties of virtue, as to render 
them ſcarcely-obſervable, perhaps contemptible to the inen 
_ rious eye. But in hiſtory we judge of characters, not by 
their appearance (upon which the judgment of the world ſo - 
much depends) but from their reat excellence; not from 
what they ſeemed, but from what, by the general tenor f 
their lives, they proved themſelves to be. When grandeur 
is tripped of her trappings and poverty 'of her rags, it is 
virtue alone that can attract our regard and eſteem, and no- 
thing rn vice Which can create our ir vero ane abhor- 


| eee delight i is 3 1 at 4 
umes and places from the reſources of polite literature, is 
beautifully and comprehenſively expreſſed by the prince . 
Roman orgtori, Y He ſtudia adoleſcentiam alunt, ſenec- 
e tutem. obleQant, ſecundas res ornant, adversis perfugium 
* ac mans e N e 298 Whos fas 
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- The ſtudy of polite literature ſtrengihens and improves the 
faculties of | the youthful mind, and provides a plentiful 
ſource of rational entertainment for old age; an entertain- 
ment not ſhackled by time and circutuſtance. To the proſ. 
perous it is a graceſul accompliſhment, to the unfortunate 
a refuge from trouble, a ſolace to their grief, an enter, 
tainment always ready at hand, both in domeſtic and pub- 
lie liſe, whether we traverſe diſtant countries for traffic or 
e eee Ar RY deauties and 8 . 
8 retirement of a country life,” 


But! it is in the more retired walks of life that tha W_ 


: ta es of learning are. moſt conſpicuous, not only as afford. 
ing an incxhauſtible fund of recreation, but as produftive 

5 of much real benefit both to individuals and ſociety in ge- 
neral. Wben removed from ihe eye of the world, and 
tom abe noiſe and buſtle of this active ſcene, the thoughts = 
_ 66 the mind are naturally directed, either inward upon our- 


ſelves (where there is always ample. room for much obſer- 


_ vation and improvement) or to contemplate-the great God 
| 3 f nature, to conſider the perfeftion of his attributes, 10 


trace him in the various works. of his creation. It is in te. 


wee ee bee, d. oy 


His ſyſtem; it is here that the divine has proſecuted his ſtu - 
de, wy 15 N pions __ e * Po. 


40 1. 


Find it ebenen that dhe hantüin nc d wot 
| derful hand. of omnipotence, in innumerable ſpecies of 57 
| plants and flowers; it is here the phyfician ſtudies their qual 

ities, whereby to adminiſter ſtrength to the feeble, to pro- 
cure health and longevity. to the-nobleſt part of the cre- © 


Mere there occaſion, it would be eaſy to produce inſtan- 
ces of men who have rendered their names illuſtrious by 
their writings, during retirement, and procured to chem 
ſelves a more laſting reputation, than trophies _ un. 
ments can beſtow. I might here mention a Cicero,* whoſe © 
works are ho gully: held in admiration,” and who, as him - 
ſelf conſeſſes, wrote more during his retirement, in a hort 
| ſpace, than during the whole time of his public adminiſtra- 
tion; and (to adduce no more inſtances in a caſe ſo plain 
the moſt; admirable and never ſufficiently admired treatiſe * 
of the truth of the chriſtian religion, was written in priſon. + 2 
It is true the author's body was confined, but his mind waa 
N meet he e not be viſited ve the cee rays of 4 
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. tudine abirabamar, ad hanc ſcribendi operam omne ſtudium curamque c. 
vertimus. liaque plura brevi tempore, everſa, gn CR, Kante re. "4 
publica, feripſimus. Cic: de Off: e | 
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nation. In his arguments clear, conciſe, Were he has 

en that chriſtianity is built upon the firm and broad ba. 

ſis of natural religion. As long as unaffected piety united 
_ with conſummate genius and learning ſhall be held in efti- 5 
mation, — a6 long as che chriſtian religion ſhall be profeſſed 5 
in it's purity, and the great truths upon which it is ſounded ( 
mall be deemed worthy of accurate enquiry and elaborate 4 
deen e Ws the name of a Crotius will be remem- | 
ene with a i of gratitude and admiration. 5 1155 3 4 
III. 4 . in bk laſt place-to cookies that in or- l 
ber to be ang dene W r Seger —_— lub. i 
b we 1 " 98. 83 in our 3 5 0 
of learing,—tis virtue alone that can give it the ſtamp of : A 
intrinſic. excellence; 3:4 the ſuperſtruQure which, is raiſed upon i 
any other foundation, however it may attract our attention . 
and admiration for a While, will. ſoon fall to the ground. 7 
165 isto anſwer the important purpoſes of religion, to pro- | i 
3 : 25 5 5 wagte the honour of God and the benefit of mankind, that py 
learning and ftady muſt be directed, if we would derive N 
ay permanent benefit from them. To this end languages 1 
ate learned, which may ſerve as à key to open to us the 1 
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2 mide of the EE to hold up for our imitation what 
ever is amiable and praiſeworthy, and to teach us to avoid 
and deteſt whatever is mean, diſgraceful, and vicious. It is 

the province of learning to correct our taſte, and by week: wh 
ing us to diſcriminate between beauty and deformity, gra- 
Adually to impreſs upon our minds a ſtrong and almoſt inde- 
_ lible conviction of the amiableneſs of virtue and the adious 

nature of vice. In other words, it is the part of learning | 


to corrett the heart by improving the underſtanding, to 


make us better men, more aan ene of 1 1 her , 
ter chriſtians. | | | 1 


| Should 6 in Fe „ fail þ en oY 
theſe effefs, we have only to lament that the beſt things are 


capable of being abuſed. But this ought not to depreciate | 


the value of learning jn our eyes, it is not a proof that that i 
uſeleſs, but that it is has been miſapplied; it is a proof of the 
. depravity of human nature, which every ſerious and good 
man muſt lament, and of a corruption of heart which can per- 
vert the greateſt bleſſings to it's own deſtruttion. For ſurely 


that wan, who; under Il the advantages of a liberal edu- 


cation, is till a ſlave to the baſeſt and moſt degrading appe-. 
-tites, is much more; inexcuſable than thoſe who are guilty /, 
ol the like offences under the want of them. The caſe f 


the illiterate is much more deſerving of our pity, inaſmuch 


"wp bY en BO to diſcriminate between ap- 75 F 


o 
IS. ;- +4 5 . bd * 


bl „ 
— 4 1 > 
— F * - 
- 
\ 


> ap 


—S or "$1. 1 
El „e Fe what 6 their 
./, happineſs, and what, under the falſe garb of pleaſure, would 
| _ moſt effeftually deprive them of it for ever. They there- 
3 - fore are frequently the dupes of habit, or are deluded by 
weir appetites, into the path that leadeth to deſtruQion, al- 
LI moſt without knowing whither they are going. But what- 
3 ee. Ever allowances an all-wiſe and allamerciful God may make 

00 ſuch offenders, thoſe who commit ſuch things, under 
Y | ſonar advantages, will undoubtedly | ſubjeft themſelyes to 

3 a greater degree of divine wrath. It is the deciſion of our 

= _ blefſed Saviour himſelf that That ſervant which knew 
11 IP . his lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, neither 
| did according bo his will, Halt be beaten with many 
2 3 kripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things 
© * 4%. worthy of ſtripes, mall be be beaten wich few ſtripes. 
3 For unto whomloever much is given, 'of him ſhall 
„A mach be required; and to Whom men 5 nh commit. 
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hie w IO biewof vm, who, polſeſing all ge- 
vial Wn equited/edvamages, has failed in the application 


of them. We vill ſappoſe that nature has been very boun - 


ful to Bim; that the has endowed him with genius and ca- 
pac e trade oor uk age —_ g | 


3 * * ted muck, of him they will alk the more.“ 5 
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but chat his morals are vicious, that he has no ſenſe of God 
and religion nο ſach a man as this may, by the exertion 
of his literary talents, draw upon him the eyes of the world; 
be may too, while popular applauſe continues to ſeed his 
_ ambition, appear ſatisfied with himſelf; but this catmot laſt 


long, probably not ſo long as we are apt to imagine, be- 


cauſe we know not what paſſes in his mind in ſecret. What- 
ever the world may think of him, he cannot long be igno- 
rant that he is a miſerable and ungrateful wretch, and has 
abuſed the greateſt gifts of nature. His learning may for 
a while amuſe but cannot ſatisfy him; learning cannot 
ſpeak peace to his conſcience, or Prepare bim to meet the 
ſentence of a juſt and offended Cod. Us 


Much happier is that man, who, aver en ih Aen. 
1 of native ignorance, but vith an honeſt and good 
heart, ſincerely endeavours to diſcharge his duty to God, 
' his neighbour, and himſelf. Though he can enter into no 
abſtruſe and metaphyſical reaſonings upon che nature of 
Cod and his providence, he feels an inward ſatisfaction in 
the diſcharge of his duty to the beſt-of his knowledge and 
ability, a comfortable aſfurance that God will exatt from 


no man more than he has put him in a capacity of perſorm- N 


ing,—that he will finally reward thofe who fincerly endea- 
is a> tis will bated. 
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nfirmities - He has: moreover. for his light and 
_ direftion-the word of God, which is ſufficiently plain in i 
All che great points of morality, and level to the meaneſi . 
pacity; and which, with his own beſt endeavours, vill not 
fail to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, —a wiſdom this i in 
| compariſon with which al the OA the world 1 is but 
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B happy i a o berg! is * 8 to a en 
unclerſtanding, has added the ornament of a good life; who 
baz improved his bead, and preſerved his heart pure 8 
- the contagion of vice; who has refined his taſte and cor- 
__refted his morals; ſuch an one makes a proper eſtimate of 
his natural endowments, —he conſiders them as the gifi t of 
- erg nat deſigned merely for his own delight and gratifi- 
Aion, but to anſwer very important and beneficial purpoſes. 
He conſiders that i it is to God he is accountable for the uſe 
or abuſe of. his talents. He is an advocate for learning, not 
to much on i its on account, as for it's capability of being 
made ſubſeryient to much good. Ile is hot ignorant, that 
he greater his capacity and advantages, the more inexcuſa- 
7 cr will — il they, are thrown away. upon him. Both 
"an and intereſt prompt him to a proper application of bis 


5 $ parts, in improving himſelf i in true wiſdom and holineſs, in 


purifying, his mind, in moderatir his paſſions and appetites, 
ng, eech his wn miſtakes bas Joſe 1 
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* ee the a and illiterate” voyager through le, 

J againſt che ſyrens of ſenſual pleafure, in pointing out to 
| himithe path that leads to true peace and happineſs, and en- LAY 
forcing all his dofrine by. Oe, pre] unaffefted _ 
piety in bis own perſon.” | 10 ry 5 
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"Thus have I laid 3 you Tg appear to me 1 0 prin- 0 
cipal advantages of a liberal education. I have endeavour- © 
ed to prove that it has a natural tendency to draw, forth the 4 
I latent powers of the mind, to enlarge our natural faculties, . . 
5 to guard us againſt vulgar errors and falſe eſtimations. of 
perſons and things, and to qualify us to promote, the public 
0 good of ſociety. I have ſhewn alſo that it is an inexhauſti- 5 
de ſource of the moſt rational delight, blended with in- 
8 ſtruction; but more particularly. in the retired walks of life, 
- I in which men of great genius, removed alike from the eye 
and buſineſs of the world; have done effential ſervice io 55 
mankind, and immortalized their names by their” literary 
productions. But leſt any man ſhould value himſelf too 
much upog the mere acquiſition of human learning, I have 
added in the Jaſt place the defett of learning without religi:: 
on, that in order to be truly. valuable it muſt be made ſub:· 
ſervient to this end; otherwiſe it is much inferior ig native 
ignorance, joined with an honeſt and good heart;—but that” 
when an improved and cultivated underſtanding ahd'a virty- "4 
' Os pg are united in the ue hs then at FOOT 8 : 
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Be it then our care to lay out all the endowments of nas | 
ture, and all the advantages of education, in promoting 
the honour of God, in improving ourſelves and in bene- 
| fiting mankind; ſo ſhall we poſleſs that peace which paſſeth 
all underſtanding,—the peace of a good conſcience, And 
at that day, when all human diftinQions ſhall ceaſe for ever; 
when the rich and the poor, the learned and the unlearned, 

| ſhall all meet together before the awful tribunal of heaven,— 

at that day when talents neglefted or miſapplied muſt be 
ſtriẽt i accounted! for, we ſhall have confidence towards 
God, and. — ip hear that Amar Fre e, 
which ſhall uſher 1 
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